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FT . the diſciples' had been ſpectatotẽ gf jn 

bleſſee Redeemer”s aſcenſion into heaven, they re- 
to Je alem, and continued there in prapers and 

pNeations in their diſtreſſed condition, the whole city. 
being ſet againſt theſe poor innocent people; they had 
neither lands nor revenues to maintain them nor friends 
at court to ſupport them againſt their. ene mies, to whon: 
the name of Jeſus was hateful, and his fpllowers reck-" E 
oned to be adveriaties to the government; and 

though, in this forlora ſtate, they comforted themielver 
with the precious promiſes their dear Maſter left then: 
at his departure, yet their preſent condition ſcemen 
very deplorable to human appearance; bat after they 7.7 
had continued thus diſconſolate about ten days, our 
bleſſed Lord performed his promiſe, ſending the Holy 
| Ghoſt, the comforter, by whom they received fort- 
tude and courage to go forth into the world, and by 
having the gift of tongues, and ſpeaking to the. vat © 
derſtanding of people of all nations and languages 
they were capable of inſtructing them in the higheF8& 
myſteries of chriſtianity, to canvince and confound 
their molt ſubtle oppoſers with theſe divine aids the 
preached with ſuch efficacy that St. Peter gonberted 
three thouſand ſouls in one day, by ons ſermon, and 
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in a few yeus the chriſtian doctrine was ſo diſperſed 
over the world, that the Roman emperors were appre- 
henſive of their numbers; molt countries under the 


empire being filled with wultiqudes of them; and in 


8 


* tarments from their enemies, yet their faith triumphed 


4 


«7 


account, aud begin with St. Matthew. 


proceſs of time, though they ſuffered the greateſt 


over the tortures, whips, and ſwords of the mighty 
"tyrants of the earth, when there was no, temptation of 


. . * : 
profit, pleaſure or advantage; but on the contrary, 


pain, miſery, and the molt cruel deaths attended them. 

After the death of Judas the traitor, who fi it hanged 
himſelk, and falling beadlong from the gibbet, he 
* burſt aſunder in the midſt, and all, his bowels guſhed 
gut.“ It is recorded that the apoſtles went into ſeveral 
countries to publiſh the glad tidings of ſalvation;“ of 
hoe Preaching and martyrdom, I thall give a brief 


J. Tayyor, 


* 


7 CCT 
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BL I. IF F arlmart;rdom, of Sr. MATTHEW 


ths 45,9 mnt Feang-lift, why was i, with a hal- 
vert 1 Lithip 4. | 7 
4 


His feſtival is by the Weſtern Church celebrated 


September 21. 


= T's MATTHEW, alſo called Levi, of a city be- 
AF longing to the tribe of Zebulon, where our Saviour 


was brought up, was the ſon of Alpheus and Mary, ſiſ- 


ter or kinfwoman to the bleſſed virgin, His way of life 


was that of a publican or toll gatherer, an office ſcan- 
aalous among the Jer, s, though a place of credit, pow: 
er, and reputation among the Romans, and conferred 


upon knights and perſons of quality, they were cov- 


etous and great oppreſſors; of- which doubtleſs 


+ Zachens, one of them, was ſenſible, when after his 
- converiion he offered four fold in way of reſtitution, 


0 


ta thoſe from whom he had taken any thing by fraud 


©7114 evil practices; and upon this account the puhlicans 
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"retired, out to Capernaum, to the ſea ſide, where he 


_ down Judea, after which being to betake hi 


Tur LIFE or Sr. MATTHEW. g 85; 


decame infamous among Gentiles alſo. The Jews' 3 
deteſted them, becauſe their tribute was not only -- 
grievance to their purſes, but an invaſion of the lib- ? 
erties of their nation, they being declared immediate- ' 

ly by God himſelf, a free born people, and therefore 
reckoned this as a ſtanding inſtance of their flavery ; ſo 
that theſe officers were abhorred by them to that degree, 
that it was unlawful to ſhew them any common kad. 
neſs. | : c EW 
Of this employment was St. Matthew, who is thought. 
to have gathered the cuſtoms of ſuch goods as came by * 
fea from Galilee, and the pay of paſſengers that went 
by water; they kept their cuſtom houſe by the ſea ſide, 
to be near at hand, and here it was that St. Matter | 
bad his office, or receipt of cuſtom ; when our Saviour 
having cured a man grievouſly tortured with a palſy,- © © 
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taught the people that follwed him in great numbers, > 
and eſpying Matthew ſitting in his office, called him io 
come and follow him; the man was rich having a gan- 
ful trade, yet he left all his intereſts and felations to 
become our Lord's diſciple. | 

Aſter he was elected into the apoſtleſhip, he continued 
with the reſt, till our Lord's afcenſion, and then for tbe 
firſt eight years, it is recorded, he preached up an-d 

| | me to 7 

the converſion of the gentile world, the converted 
Jews intreated him to copmit to writing, the hiſtory © % 
of our Lord's life and ackons, to leave it as a ſtanding 
record of what he had preached to them, according . | {© 
he compoſed his goſpel. We have little account of tibe 
ſufferings and troubles he urfefwent for the advance- | 
ment of the chriſtian ſaith. Some write that he went 
into Parthia, and having ſueceſsfully planted the goſpel 77 7455 
in thoſe parts, he travelled.thence- into ZEthiopia, Where 
by his preaching: an. miracles, he mightily triumphed F 5. 
over error and idolatry. LY ATE” 6 

As to the manner of his death, it is related by ſome 7 © 
that he went into the country of the Canibals, or 
maneaters, where Chriſt appeared to him in the form © {up 
of a beautiful youth, and gave him a wand, which be 
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6 T. LIFE or Sr. MATTHRW. 
pitehed in the ground, it immediately grey ap into a 


zree ; that he alſo mii aculguſly converted the prince of 


the country, and after all, died in peace, and was maſt 
ſumptuouſly buried: But others of the ancients, with 
as much probability affirm, that he ſuffered martyrdom ; 


or was ſlain with a ſyord at a city in Ethiopia. 


He was a great inſtance how much power religion 
has to alter the temper of man, who being a ſtranger 
to Chriſt, and in very advantageous worldly circum- 
ſtances, yet no ſooner did our bleſſed a i. call 


him, than without the leaſt ſcruple or diſſatisfaction, be 
not only renounced his gaifftul incomes, but hazarded 


the diſpleaſure of his maſters, the Romans, in whoſe ſer- 
vice he was employed, to leave his accounts entangled 
and confuſed behind him. 8 

This apoſtle having written his goſpel, as we haye 
taid, at the entreaty of the Jewilh converts; though 
others ſay, it was by the command of the apoſtles, while 
hie was in Paleſtine, eight years after our Saviour's 
crucifixion, it was carried by St. Bartholomew into In- 
dia and left chere; he writ it in Hebrew, as primarily 
deſigned for the uſe of his coutrymen. It Mas, no 
doubt, ſoon after tranſlated into Greek, ſome ſay, by 
St. John, others, by St. James the leſs. g 

This Hebrew copy was found at Tiberias, by Joſe 

phus, a Jew and after his converſiony/a man of great 
honour and eſteem in the days of Conſtantine the. great; 
one of the ancients aſſures us, the! e was another copy 
kept in the library of. Czſafea in his time, and. another 
by the Nazarenes at Berza, from whom he had the 
liberty te tranſcribe it, and afterwards tranſlated it in- 
to Greek and Latin. | 

A copy alſo of this goſpel was dug out of the grave 
of Barnabas, at Cyprus, transcribed with his own hand, 
but theſe copies are long ſince periſhed. 


to plant 


Tus LIE e- Sr. MARK. 
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| The LIFE of Ss. MARK, the evangelift, who eons 


dragged through the jtracts in acity in Egypt. till be e- 


fired, | 6 


His feſtival isobſeryed by the Roman Church April 25, 


- this great Evangeliſt ſeems to have a 


Roman name, Maxx, or Mascus, yet doubtleſs, - | 


he was born of Jewiſh parents, originally deſcended 
from the tribe of Levi, and of the prieſtly line; the 


reaſon for his changing his name from Jewiſh to Roman, 
was probably from ſome great accident of his life, uſ: 


ual among the Jews, when travelling to the European 
provinces of the Roman empire, he being then going 
to Italy and Rome. +. 
By the ancients he is thoaght to be one of the ſeven- 
ty diſciples, who taking exception at our Savour's, dit- 
courſe of eating his fleſh and drinking his blood,” went 
back and walked no more with him at that time, but 
was ſeaſonably reduced and reclaimed by St. Peter;bur 


others as ſtrenuouſly affirm that he was then no hearer . 
nor follower of Chriſt, and therefore could be none of 


them who upon that occaſion forſook him; he was 
converted by ſome of the apoſtles, and Probably by Sr. 
Peter who calls him his ſon Marcus, and who was his 
conſtant attendant in his travels, and ſaid to be his 
Amanuenſis, or writer of what the apoſtles dictated, 
and likewiſe his interpreter, for though the apoſtles 
were divinely inſpired and had the gitt of languages, 
yet the interpretation of tongues was a privilege more 


peculiar to ſome than others. This might probably 


be St. Mark's talent, expounding St. Peter's difcourſes 
and writings to thoſe who did not underſtand them. 
He accompanied St. Peter in his apoflolical progreſs, 
in Preaching the goſpel in Italy and Rome, as it is 
related, where, at the requeſt of the chriſtians in thoſe 


parts he compoſed his goſpel. By St. Peter heavasſent. 
chriſtianity in Egypt, and reſided in andabout 
Alexandria, for ſometime, and was fo ſucceſsful in his 
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degrees tothe embracing of the chriſtian faith, and an 
extraordinary ſtrict profeſſion thereof. | 


and the eaſtern parts of Egypt, but travelled weltwar 
to Liybia, Marmaria, Pentapolis, where, though the 


8 — aud miracles the goſpel prevailed, he not 
. the profeſſion of the faith;.returning to Alexandriaʒh 
- reached fieely, and ſet in order the affairs of t 
church che govertiors and paſtors of it; but the reſtleſ 


to live in quiet. . 
About the time oſ Eaſter heppened thegreat ſolemniijſ 


n the time of diving worſh p, and binding bis feet with 


' - conſtant under the ruins of his ſhattered body, Early 


till his fleſh being raked off, and his blood ſtreaming 
all the way, bis ſpirits failed him and he expired ; but 
_ their malice ended not with his life 3 for it is recorded fn h 


. chriftians carefully gathered his aſhes, decently buried 
*.- 'afterwards removed from Alexandria to Venice, where 
we are told it now lies interred, aud is religiouſly 


5 - honoured by the people; St. Mark being adopted to 
E. be the tutelar St. of that republic, and has as magnif- 
F 
* 


April 25, But w 


Tas LIFE or Sr. MARK- | 
miniſtry, that he converted multitudes of all ranks and 


80 Mark did not confine his miniſtry to Alexandria 


people were barbarous, and idolatrous, yet by hi 


De OW 
cript 
doth 
mollit 
Maſte 


aving them till he had gained aud confirmed them in 


enemies of the ſouls of men, would not ſuffei him long 


K — * 


of the Egyptian deity, Serapis; when the minds of the 
zcople being paſſionately excited to a vindication of the 
ur of their heathen Idol, broke in upon St, Mark 


cords, dragged him through che ſtreets io a precipice 
near the ſea, and thruſt him into priſon for that night; 


where he was encouraged by a divine viſion to continue 8. 


aſſicrne 
ark 

oma 
age \ 


The 


the next morning theſe blood hounds renewed their 
darbarities, dragging him about in the ſame manner 


that when he was.dead, they burnt his body, and theſſ""8* 


there 

be lett 
But it | 
f its o 


them near the place where he was wont to preach, and 
put them iuto an urn, which with much ſolemnity, was 


he LI 
cent a church erected to his memory, as the world cat 


boaſt of. He is . to have ſuffered martyrdom 1. 


ether in the reign of Claudius ct 
Nero is uncertain. As to his perſon, he was of amid 


J Sy 


dle ſtature, as the ancients record, of a comely preſence 


* 


— —— —— — 


his noſe long, his eyes full of amiableneſs, and all the 
deſirable qualities of a lovely perſon, 

The converts at Rome, not content to have Mord 
$t. Peter preach, preſſed St. Mark, as we have an 7 
commit to writirig. what he preached to them, by. wa 
ot hiſtory, which he performed with much faith Lineſs 


high atified Wich hisapoltolical authority, commanding it to 
de owned and preſerved with the reſt of the canonical 
cripture ; and his great impartiality in his relation 
doth clearly appear that he is ſo far fromcorcealing, or 
mollifying the ſhameful fall and denial of his dear 
Mef Maſter, and tutor St Peter, to whom he was ſo deeply 
un nzaged in the bonds of love, that he records it with 

"Wome particular weighty circuuſtances, & aggravations, 
which the other evangeliſts have thought t to omit. 
the Some affirm, chat his goſpel was written originally in 
the ("© Latin ton ones becaule he publiſhed it at Rome; 

Put it is manifeſt, by the molt ancient authority, that 
e Jews who heard St. Mark preach, being ſtrangers 
it Rome, knew but very little Latin, the Greek being 
at that time the moſt faſhionable and communicative 
anguage in the world; nor can any good reaſon be 
ſigned, why it ſhould be more inconvenient for St. 


arl 

rules ark to write his Jabel in Greek for the uſe of the 
aner Nomans, than that St. Paul ſhould in that very lang- 
nin gige u. rite his epiſtle to the church there. 


The original Greek copy, written, w ith St. Mark's 

dedn hand, is ſaid to be extant at Venice to this day, 
che leing written, as ſome inform us, at quilea, and thence, 
ter many hundred years, trauſmitted to Venice, 
there it is ſtill preſerved as an ancient monument, hut 
be letters, ſp defaced by tiwe, as not to. be legible ; 
ut it being of no conſequence as to the authengicacy 


here 1 0 4 
uſly fits ein * is —— ding t tor. 


mal] * LIFE of Sr. LUKE the Evangeliſt who ddt boner 
| ed upon an olive tree in Greece 
| His Faſtival i is obſerved OR. 18. 
T. LUKE was born at Antioch, the metropolis, of 
Sy ja, eminent for the en of its ſpil, We 


Tu LIFE or Sr. LU. 


thelland brevity; all which St. Peter, it is ſaid, peruſed and - 
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liches of its traffic, the wiſdom of its ſenate, the le 

Te - ing ot its profeſſors, and the civility and politeneſs 
bs the inhabitants: celebrated by the pens of ſome of f 
moſt eloquent of that age; but particularly renown 


| NTT for the honour; that here it was the —_— were f 
© , called Chriſtians, It is recorded, that he ſtudied 


mmoſt ſchools both of Greece and Egypt, whereby 
* became learned in all human ſciences, but he me 
Exp, 1 applied himſelf to the practice of phy 
r which the Grecian academies were very fame 
| beſides which he is ſaid to be ſkilled in the art of pai 
„ * -- Ing, and three or four famous pieces are ſhewed in 
B ly, ſaid to be of his drawing; there is alſo an ancie 
iinſcription in the Via Lactea at Rome in an old v 
\; © + _-near the church of St. Mary, ſuppoſed to have been 
3 5 7 place where St- Paul dwelt, wherein mention is m 
opt tbe picture of the bleſſed Virgin, which the Italih 
80 call a Madona, or lady, which, with ſix others, 


Aran by the ſame Evangeliſt. - 
S t. Luke was no doubt a Jewiſh proſelyte, Antid! 
.  abounding with men of that nation, who had th 
ynagogues and ſchools of education, and ſuppoſed 
U 8 de one of the ſeventy diſciples, aud likewiſe one of 
wo who were going to Emmaus, to whom the LA 
| . appeared in the way; theſe ſcem only conjectur 
1 for beſides other argumente, he himſelf confe 
5 plainly, That be uas from the beginning an Ins pr 
Wh E © * witneſs and miniſter of the word; It is thereſſſe has 
£ more probable that he was converted by St. Paul dur The 
. 1 bis abode in Antioch, and became ever after his Wartly | 
li "14 ſeparable companion, and fellow labourer in the which « 
L-- TS of the miniſtry, eſpecially after his going into Maſe cbr 
| Ik: 4 donia, from which time, in recording the hiſtory Fanting 
| OTIS: St. Paul's travels, he upon all occaſion ſpeaks of h hich 1 
þ 2 "ſelf in his own perſon ; he attended him in all his dhole | 


ubjec | 


rs, and at his ſeveral arrangments at Jeruſalem, 
elates | 


in his hazardous voyage to Rome ;and tis probable 
did not leave St. Paul till he had finiſhed his couſients, 1 

andcrowned all his ſufferings with martyrdom; thouſr ſour 
ſome aver that he left the apoſtle at Rome, and retuſgelitts a 
ed back into the eaſt, travelling into Egypt, and His! 
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rts of Lybia, where according to his cuſtom, he 
ached the goſpel, wrought miracles, converted 
Wultitudes, conſtituted miniſters, and that himſelf be- 
me biſhop of Thebais. MT I PRA 2 
He wrote two books for the uſe and benefit of the 
hurch, his goſpel, and the hiſtory. of the acts of the 
poſtles, both which he dedicated to Theophilus ; 
e mme of the ancients ſuppoſe this to be a feigned name, 


phyienoting no more than A lover of God,“ a title coms 
amoſhon to every chriſtian, Others, that it was the prop- 
f pair name of ſome particular perſon, the ſtile of Moſt 


Excellent being in thoſe times the. proper form of ad- 
ancieFreſs to princes and great men; and that he was of 
d vajonſular dignity and nobleman of Antioch, who, 
een hen converted by St. Peter; gave his houſe to the 
; maShurch for their public and ſolemn worſhip ; and oth- 
[talirs think he might be ſome chief man in authority, 
om St. Luke had converted and baptized, to whom 
e dedicated theſe books as a teſtimony of honoura- 
le reſpect, and a mean of giving him farther light in- 
o the certainty of thoſe things, wherein he had been 
ſtructed by him; he expreſsly telling us, That his 
telligence in theſe matters was derived from ſuch as 
ere eye witneſſes and miniſters of the word from the 


Aurheginning,? having delivered nothing in his whole hiſ- 
nfelY-ry but what he Jad immediately received from per- 


Ins preſent at and particularly concerned in the things : 
e has left upon record. | 


dur The occaſion of his writing his goſpel ſeems to be 

his Wartly to prevent thoſe falſe and ſcandalous reports, 
2 which even at that time were raiſed by the enemies to 
Mahe chriſtian name; and partly to ſupply what was 
215 Fanting in the two evangeliſts who writ before him; 
f kiFhich ſupplement is particularly noted throughout his 


hole hiſtory, by ſome of the primitive fathers ; the 
ubje& matter of the ſame being an account of what 

elates to Chriſt's prieſtly office, and therefore the an- 
Fients, in accommodating the prophet Ezekiel's viſion 
r ſour ſymbolical repreſentatiens to the four evait- 
eliſts aſſigned the ox, or calf, to St. Luke. 
His hiſtory of the apoſtolic acts was undoubtedly © - | 4 


* * * th — 
= „ 29% 
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- written at Rome, at the end of St. Paul's twb year 
impriſonment there, with which he coαludes his ſtory 
v which contains the actions and ſometimes the ſuffer 
ings of ſome of the chief apoſtles, particulatly of St, 
Paul, whoſe activity in the cauſe of Chriſt; and tlie 
goſpel, made him have a deepet ſhare both in doin 
And ſuffering; and St. Luke bethg his conſtant attend. 
ant, and an 1 of the moſt conſiderable tranſ. 
ife, after his converſion, was the more 


a diſc) 
diſcip! 
Paptiſ 
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3 nd N 
1 | Fitneſ 
1 An ancient author labours to prove, that he ſafer: 8 
1 ed martyrdom at Rome, after St: Paul's firſt imprif. yr * 
1 "AS onment there and therefore did no farther proſerute len 
58 tze hiſtory of the acts of the apoſtles, which he would * by 
of undoubtedly have done; had he lived any conſiderable n vu | 
1 dime after St. Paul's departure. But Njcephorus gives © t 
ne” a particular account, that travelling into Greece; he . 0 
ZFC Succeſsfully preached, and baptized many converts t 15 70 
de christian faith, which ſo enraged the barbarians, N rer 
data crew of villains laying hold of him, tortured Iv" 
1 F him in à moſt violent manner, and then dragging him e & 
＋ 1 to execution, 4 to crucify him, but coming to aged 
1 ce place where they intended to perpetrate the reſt 15 6 
* ? of their 8 they could not find acroſs to fix him r 
Nwuponm, but lighting upon an olive tree they hanged him s 
122 ; 8 therevd, in The Gaby ſourth year of his age. His has 
>: bdody was with great ſolemnity buried at Conſtantiab- e 
pplwe, by the command of Conſtantine the great; and of I, ine 
his ſon, in che famous chatch erected there to the 5 
"x memory of the apoſtles. | 6 FM 
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* ſeaped unhurt. _ | | . 
8 His Feſtival is celebrated December 22: èðͤ 
tle + T. JOHN was a Galitean, the ſon of Zebedee. ana © MN 


with whom be was employed in fiſhing : Before his 
oming to Chriſt, he ſeems for ſome. time to have been 
a diſciple to John the baptiſt, being probably that other 
diſciple that was with Andrew, when they left the 
Waptiſt to follow our ſaviour ; ſo particularly does he 

relate all circumſtances of theſe tranſactions, though = 
na nodeſtly, as in other parts of the goſpel, concealing 
hu is own name. ; | 
There is not much mention of him in ſacred writ, 

more than what is recorded of him in conjunction with 
the his brother James, he was peculiarly dear to his Lord 
the Ind Maſter, being the diſciple whom _Jeius loved, 
"Fitneſs his lying in our Saviour's boſom at che palchal 
re: Hopper; as alſo when Peter was deſirous to know which 
of them our redeemer meant, when he ſ.-id, One ef 


1 them ſhall betray him,” and durſt not himſelf propound 
ul Ne Queſtion, he made uſe of St. John to atk our Lord, 
Me deed when Chriſt was firſt apprabended, be Acd with | 


he ether apoſtles, it not being without probability of 
hes eaſon that the ancients coneeived him to have been 
at young man, who followed after our Saviour, having 
5. linen cloth caſt about his naked body, whom, whea 
„Ne officers laid hold upon, he leſt the cloth, and Md 
aked from them; but though eſcaped at preſent, to 
Void that ſudden violence, which was offeted him, 
ef et ſoon recovered himſelf, and returned to teek his 
. aſter, and waited upon him through the ſeveral paſ- 
ages of his trial till his crucifixion. Mere it was that 
Jig Pur Saviour, appointed him guardian of bis mother, and 
nade him a part of his charge and care. At the firit 
of Ress of our Lord's reſurrection, he accompanied Peter 
be the ſepulchre, theſe ow apoſtles having a more 


L IF E ef Sv, JOHN the Evangeliff an Apofiles 
who, was put into a' chaldron of ſcalding oil, and. 


T 
8 I's ome, younger brother to St. James, together hs 
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" Tux LIFE or Sr. JOHN. 
ö 85 : 1 | mutual ifitimacy than any of the reſt, and had run ma eit 


hazards together, and adhered cloſely to one anothꝗ im 
upon all occaſions. | 2 os 
The ancients ſay, that after the death of the bleſſe * 
virgin, St John went into Aſia, and applied himſ | 
wholly to the propagation of chriſtianity, having plante P. 
ſeveral famous churches there: after ſome years co 
tinuance there, he was accuſed to Domitian, the blood — 
perſecuting Roman emperor, as a ſubverter of the rel} ſhc 
gion of the empire, by whoſe commands the conſul ¶ bec 
Aſia ſent him bound to Rome, where, it is related, he wi « | 
os inte a chaldron of burning oil, but the divin dh 
revidence delivered this holy man from his ſeemin Jot 
inevitable de flruction unhurt ; the cruel emperor nd :--© 
being ſatisfied with this, order'd him to be baniſhed if ſan 
Patmos, a deſolate iſland in Greece, where he remaine ſlee 
ſeveral years, inſtructing the inhabitants in the fail tim 
of Chriſt. Here it was that about the latter en] ang 
of Domitian's reign, he wrote his book of the revel 


tions. | = 
Bloody Domitian, being taken ont of the way, Cod abu 
ceus Narva ſucceeded in the empire, who being of a milf and 
der temper, repealed the barbarous edits of bis pu «vir 
deceſſor : recalling thoſe that were baniſhed for the chriff cea 
tian name; whereupon St. John left Patmos and return mig 
ed into Afia, fixing his reſidence at Epheſus, where it ſpei 
ſaid he wrote his goſpel; he writ alſo three epiſtles, whic ling 
with the apocalypſe, are all repoſed in the ſacred canoſ hof 
and univerſally admired. He lived till the time of tl extr 
emperor Trajan, about the beginning of whoſe reigf thei; 
he departed this life about the ninety ninth year of 


age, as is generally thought. But others ſuppoſed 
died a martyr, becauſe our Saviour told him and 
brothers, That they ſhould drink of the cup, and IN wes 
© baptized with the baptiſm wherewith he was baptized The 


which was indeed literally fulfilled with his brothe 


James; yet though he was not murdered, he may il 
truly ſtiled a martyr, his being put into a veſſel H 
ſcalding oil, as we have noted, his many years banil cy” 
ment, and other ſuſſerings for the cauſe of Chrifl, jull 8 


challenging that title; it being not want of good ulua 
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either in him or his enemies; but the divine Providence 
immediately overruling the powers by nature, that 
prevented the malice of his adverſaries fiom putting 
their cruel intentions into execution. | 


Others deny that he died at all, but is ill alive; 


The occaſion of which error is founded upon what 
paſſed between our blefſed Saviour and St. Peter, con- 
cerning this apoſtle; for Chriſt having told Peter what 
ſhould be his own fate, Peter enquires what ſhould 
become of St. John, to whom our Lord anſwered, If 
« I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee !? 
which was miſunderſtood by the apoſtles, though St. 
John himſelf, who records that paſſage, inſerts a caution. 
That Jeſus did not ſay he ſhould not die.” From the 
ſame original alſo came the tradition, that he only lay 
ſleeping in his grave at Epheſus, which ſtory was along 
time current. He ſeems to have always led a ſingle liſe, 
and ſo the ancients tell us, that all the apoſtles were 
married except St. John and St. Paul. He had no great 
advantages by human learning, but his want of it was 
abundantly ſupplied in his excellent temper of mind, 
and the furniture of divine graces which he was adorned 
with. His humility was admirable, ſtudiouſly con- 
cealing his own worth and honour. He diſcovered a 
mighty affection to the ſouls of men, unwearied in 
ſpending himſelf for the ſervice of the goſpel ; travel- 


ling from eaſt to weſt to leven che world with that - 


holy religion- which he was ſent to propagate ; he was 
extremely vigilant againſt heretics. Counterminin 

their artifices, antidoting againſt the poiſon of their 
errors, and avoiding all communion and converſation 
with their perſons, | | 
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The LIFE of Sr. PETER the Apoſtle, <vho was crucified 
Rene with his head downward. | 

His Feſtiyal is celebrated by the Church, June 20. 

Gr. PETER was bernat Bethſaida, a place that had 


the honour of our Saviour's pretence,who reſiding 
uiually in thole parts, did often reſort taicher. He is 


16 Tus LIFE or Sr. PETER. 


generally 1 to be but ten years older than his 
maſter, which his married condition, and the refpe& 
ſhewed him by the reſt of the apoſtles; for his gravity 
of perſon, with other circumſtances, ſeem to confirm; 
Being circumciſed according to the law, his name then 
iven kim was Simon, to which our bleſſed Lord added 
that of Cephas, ſignifying a ſtone, or rock, which is 
Peter in Engliſh. He was brother to St. Andrew the 
apoſtle, who firſt brought him to the knowledge of the 
goſpel. Their father was Jonah ot Bethſaida, proba- 
bly. a fiſnerman, who had the honour, as well as Zebe- 
dee, to have eachof them two of their ſons among our 
Saviour's apoltles though but twelve in number. Peter 
was employed in fiſhing in the ſea of. Galilee, being 
one hundred furlongs iu length, and forty in breadth, 
the water cicar and tweet, and ſtored with ſeveral ſorts 
of choice fiſh. 
And here let usadmire at the wonderful metheds of 
divine providence, that ſuch low and mean men ſhould 
be armed with divine power, to ruin the king dom 
of Satan. The vile apoſtate, Julian, objected againſt 
the prophets of the old teſtament, that they were a com- 
pany of rude illiterate men; but we find that theſe 
nnlearned men and innocent apoſtles, by the aſſiſtance 
of the Almighty, ſuddenly and powerfully prevailed 
over the learned world. Our Saviour deſigning to ele 
ſome peculiar perſons to propagate his goſpel through 
all nations, made chaice of twelve to be his apoſtles, 
andSimon Peter is, by the evangeliſts, put in the front 
of them. | | 
It may be enquired when and by whom the apoſtles 
were baptized ; Nicephorus relates, That of all the 
apoſtles, Chriſt baptized none but Peter with his own 
hands, and Peter baptized Andrew and the two ſons 
of Zebedee, and the reſt of the apoſtles. Among the 
twelve, our Saviour choſe three, who ſeem to be his 
near intimate companions, and whom he let into the 
moſt ſecret paſſages and tranſactions of his life, namely, 
Peter, James and John, they being with him at the-1aif- 
ing of Jarius' daughter, as alſo at his transfiguratior. on 
the mount, where Peter deſired our Lord, that he might 
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vild three tabernacles in memory of that great tranſ- 
uon; one autnor writes, that in pueſuance of this pe- 
don, There were afterwards three churches built up- 
n the top ot this mountain; and one writer reports, 
14t, in his ti me, they ſhowed the ruins of theſe three 
abernacles, which were built according to St. Peter's 
lelire. 

After our Lord had enteted Jeruſalem in triumph, 
ge retired to Bethany, and dilpacched Peter aud John, 
o make a preparation tor the pailover ; accordingly 

ey found the perſon whom he had defcribed to them, 
ad followed him to his houte, which whether it was 
St. John the evangeliſt's ſituate near Mount Sion, or 
dimon che leaper, or Nichodemus, er Joſeph of Ars» 


athea, is uncertain. Theſe two, with St. James, 


ccompanied, him to the garden in his agony ; and 
ulebius writes, That even in his time, cht iſttans were 
ont to come hither folemaly to offer up their prayers 
o God, and Chriit Jeſus, Our Lord being aicended 


ne Holy Ghoit, the apoſtles and diſciples continued 
while at Jetulalem, being tofled about with gentle 
torms, but upon occalion of the martyrdom of St. 
,ephen, a violent perſecution fell upon them, which 
uperied them into ieveral countries, about the end of 
ne reign of Caligula, that barbarous Roman emperor z 
Peer having viſi ted thechurches, returned to Jeruſa- 
3, and Herod Agr'ppa, grand ion to Herod the great, 
laving attained the kingdom of Judea, he, to ingratiate 
umſeif with the people, put St. James to death and 
uchag this grateful to tne vulgar.appreh:nded St. Peter, 
ad ſent him to priſon, placing ſtrong guards to ſegure 
im, but the angel of the Lord deiivered him in the 


fore this he is ſaid to have gone down to Antioch,and 
b have planted the chrilttan faith, and founded a 
au ch there, as Euſebius and others record. | 
After this he went to Rome, about the ſecond year 
the emperor Claudius, and being mindful of the 
aurches which he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, 
apaducia, Bychinia, and Aiia the lels, wrote his firſt 

f B | 


. * 


n.0 heaven, and having fulfilled his promiſe of ſending 
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18 Tat LIFE or Sr. PETER. 
epiſtle to them, and then took care to propagate the 
chriſtian faith in the weſtern part of che world, after he 
had continued ſome years at Rome, the Jews - raiſing 
ſeditious tumults in the city, they were baniſhed fro 
thence ; among whom was St. Peter, who from thene 
returned back to Jeruſalem, and was preſent at the grea 
apoſtolical ſynod, where the controverſy about Mo aica 
rites was determined ; ſome report, that be was in Brit 
ain, and converted many to chiiſtianity ; But towards 
the end of Nero's reign he returned to Rome, where he 
found the people's minds hardened againft embracing 
the chriſtian religion, by the ſubtilt es and mayic arts of 
Simon Magus; this impoſtor reſided in Samaria, where 
St. Philip the deacon preached with much tuccets, con 
firming the ſame by miracles z however, Simon was it 
great reputation among the people, and ſtiled himſel 
„ the great power of God,“ and affiyming that he wa 
the ſupreme Deity, worſhipped by all natioss; the 
apoſtles ſent Peter and John from Jeruſalem to Philip 
aſſiſtance, who, when they came thither, laid their 
hands upon the new converts, whereupon they prefent 
ly received the Holy Ghoſt ; which when Simon faw 
he offered them money, if they would confer the powe 
upon him. But Peter perceiving his vile intention 
ſcornfully rejected his impious offer. However, by hi 
witchcratts and forceries, he at length became accepta 
ble to the emperor as well as the vulgar ; Nero, th: 
monſter, had much veneration for him being patron « 
the magicians, and all thoſe who have commerce wi 
the infernal powers, and Peter being returned to Rome 
reſolved to encounter him, and diſcover the impoltc 
and dejuſions of this wretched man. | 
About that time, an eminent young gentleman, kin 
man to the emperor, died at Rome, and the fame 
Peter's having power to raiſe the dead, his friends wen 
perſuaded to ſend for him, but other's propoſed Simo 
Magus, whe readily came, being glad of the occaſin 
to magnify himſelf before the peaple, and Peter bein 
preſent, Simon alledged that he had provoked * th 
great power of God,“ and ſhould loſe his life if he d 
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not raiſe che dead perſon, but if Peter prevailed, he 
himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame fate; Peter accepted 
the terms, and Simon began his charms and enchant- 
ments, whereat tae dead geotleman ſeemed to move his 
hand, upon which the people ſhouted,a d cried be Was 
alive, and tatxed to Simon; and began do aſſault Peter; 
the apoltle intreated their patience, and told them it 
was nothing but fancy and appearance, and that if Si- 
mon were removed from the bed-tide this deluſion 
would ſoon vaidith ; which done the dudy remained 
without the leatt ſign of motion. Peter ſtanding ai a 


good diſtance from the bed, filently made bis addreſs 


to heaven, and then before them all,” commanded the 
young man in the name of the Lord Jeſus to 'ar-fe, 
which he did immediately and ſpoke, walked, and eat, 
and was by Peter rettored to-his mother. The people 
hereupon altered their opinions, and fell upon Srmen, - 
with intent to have ſtoned him; but Peter begged his 
life, and told-them, it would be puniſhment enough tor 
him to lee that in deſpite of his malice the kingdom of 
Chriſt ſhuld increaſe and flouriſh. 

The magician was inwardiy tormented with this de- 
feat, and vexed to fee the triumph of the apoſt e, and 
muſtered up all his infernai powers, acquainted the peo- 
ple, That he was offended at the Galile ans, as he called 
the chriſtians, and therefore ſet a day when they ſhould 
ſee him fly up to heaven, and accordingly he went up 
to the top of the capitol, and throwing himſelf from 
thence, began his flight, which the ſpectators beheld 
with wonder and-veneration,afirming that this n.vit be 
from the power of God,“ and not of man; Peter 
ſtanding in the crowd, prayed to God, that the people 
might be undeceived, and that the vanity offthe impoſtor 
might be diſcovered tothe confuſion of him, and fhame * 
of his ad mirers; immediately the wings which he had 
made himſelf began to fail jo that he fell tothe ground, 
miierably bruiſed with the fall, and being carried fo a + 
neighbouring village, died ſoon after. The end of this 
wretched man coming tothe emperor's ear, haſtenedSt. 
Peter's death. Nero no doubt, had been formerly 
duplealed with him on account” of his chriitiauity, and 


* - 


ay 
U 


; 1 K 7 ne 7 FE 
- * mw Wa 1 - : 


20 5 Tus EtFE or gr. PETER. 


that he fo ſtrieklj preached up temperance and _ chaſtity 
thereby reclaiming to many women in Rome, from & 
diff.;luce and vicious life, which was fo diſagieeable to 
His wanton laicivious temper, to which he was a flavey 
and bein g by his me::ns10bbed of his dear companions, 
he refotved: on revenge, cauſing St, Peter, as (allo St, 
Paul, who was at that time at Rome) to be caſt into 
the maritime priſon, where they employed themlielyes 
in preaching to the pritoners, and thoſe who viſited 
them And here it is ſuppeſed, St. Peter wrote his 
ſecond epiſtle to the diſperied Jews, to confirm them in 
the faith, and fortify them againſt thoſe pernicious 
Priuciples and practices, which even then began to 
branch m upon the chriſtian church. 

Nero returning from A chaia, and entering Rome wich 
triumph, reſolved St. Peter ſhould fall a Ya ifice to his 
cruelty.” While the fatal ſtroke was daily expected, the 
chriſtians at Rome earneſtly folicited him to make his 
eſcape, and referve himſelf for further ſervice to the 
church; whichatlength prevailed with him, and the next 
night having prayed with, and taken leave of his breth- 
ren it is related, Thar he got over the priſon wall, and be- 
ing come to the eity gate, he is their ſaid to have met with 
our Lord, why was jult entering the city: Peter, it is, 
| ſaid, aſked him: Lord, whether art thou going: from 
whom he preſently received this anſwer, *1 am come 
to Rome, to be crucified the ſecond time ; by which 
reply, Peter apprehended himſeif te be reproved, and 
that our Lord meant it of his death, that he was to be 
crucifiee in his ſervant; and ſo went back to the priſon, 
and {urrendered hinie'f to the keeper, as being ready 
to acquieſce in the will of God. 

Before his fufering he was ſcourged after the Roman 
manner, who uicd to vhip capital offenders before they 
ſuffered. Having ſaluted his brethren, . and taken his 
lait leave of St. Paul, his felicw priſoner, he was led up 
to the top of the Vatican mount, being ſentenced o be 
crucified, the molt painful and ſhametul of all deaths: 
He then intreated the officers that he might not be 
c:ucified the ordinary way, but ſuffer with his head 

downward, aud feet up to heaven, as: being unworthy 
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to die in the ſame poſture as. his bleſſed Maſter, his body #7 | 


deing taken down, was ſaid tg have been embalmed by 
Marcelliaus, the pretbyter, after the Jewith way, and 
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then buried in the Vatecan, where it lay obſcurely ull : c 
ez the reign of Conſtantine the great, who had fo mach EE | 
as, {reverence for this apollle, that he built a church in the 2 


ts Vatican to his memory, which is now one of the molt 
ſamous cathedrals in the world. This account of his. 


ü 3 

= death, though. not mentioned in holy writ, is recorded. 
ed ey the ancient ecleſiaſtical hiſtorians. 

bis Y 3 | 
in P rr 


% n LIFE of Sr. TAM Es the Great, who was | 
to | beheaded at Feruſalem. | 


His Feſtival is celebrated, July 25. 
GT: JAMES, fir names the great, either. becauſe of 


his age, or for ſome peculjar honor our Saviour 
coaferred upon him, was a Galilean born, the ſon of 
Zebedee, a fiſket man; his mother's name was Mary, 
called alſo Salome, he was employed by his father in 
the trade of fiſhing; in the exerciſe of which our Saviour 
found him; when he paſſed by the ſea of Galilee ; 
where he called him to be his diſciple, which he readily 
obeyed, leaving hes aged father with the ſervants to 
manage his affairs; not long after his firſt calling, irom 
the Ration of an ordinary diſciple, he was appointed to 
he apoſtolic office, and honoured with ſome peculiar acts 
of favor beyond moſt of the apoilles, being one of the 
hree whom our bleſſed Saviour made choice of io ad- 
nit to the more intimate tranſactions ot his liſe. 
Thus with Peter, and his brother John, he was preſent 1 
at the miraculous raiſing of Jarius's daughter, admitted | l 


an _ : 3 

er |* Chrilt's glorious tzansfiguration in the mount, and; 1 
WY aken along with him into the garden, to be a ſpectator 1 
ap df his- bitter and terrible agony ; nor was it the leaſſ ins, | | 
be Fence of the particular honor. our Saviour beſtowed up- 1 
: Pn thele apoſtles, that upon his calling of chem, he gave / {| 


* nim a new name and title. 


d Our holy Redee mex, in his journey towards Jeruſalem, | | 
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in order to his erucifixion, that he might the bette 
prepare the minds of his apoſtles for his de par ture fron 


rection which he ſpoke of, would be the time when his 


_ accordingly addreſſed him, humbly deſiring, that when 
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Tus LIFE be ST. JAMES. 


CE. 


them; diſcourſed to them about his ſuffering, and that 
he ſhould be put to death, and after three days ſhould 
riſe again; but they whoſe minds were elevated with 
the expectation of a temporal power znd monarchy, 
underſtood not the meaning of what he related ts them, 
However, Jamesjand his brother, ſuppoſing the reſur. 


dignity and greatneſs would commence, perſuaded their 
mother to put up a petition for them to our Lord, who 


he took poſſeſſion of his kingdom, her ſons might hay 
the two principal places of honour and dignity, by fit 


| ring one on the right hand, and the other on the left. 


ur bleſſed Sayior directing his diiconrie to the two 
apoſtles ;. told them, that they quite miſtook th 
nature of his kingdom, which did not conſiſt in exter- 


nal pomp and ſplendor; but in inward life and power, 
(that they would do weil to conſider, whether they 


were able to undergo . what he was to ſuffer.” They 
probably not underſtanding the force. of his reaſoning, 
an{wered, they were able to do it; Jeſus taking nc 
advantage of their raſh and incon ſiderate reply, anſwer 
ed, that as for ſuffering they would indeed partake d 
* it as well as he; but for any peculiar honour or digni 
*ty, he could not diſpoſe of any of that kind, any othe 

wife than according to theſe rules and inſtructio 
which he received from his father, the reſt of the apol- 
tles were offended at this ambitious requeſt ; but our 
dear Redeemer to qualify their paſſions, diſcourſed t 


them at large of the nature of the evangelic Rate, ang. 


the difference between that and the kingdom of th 
world; with which excellent 1eaſoning their hearts e 
all fides were allayed and pacified. -  __ | 
What become of St. James after our Saviour's aſcen 
Gon, we have no account of, either from ſacred or ec 
ele ia ſtic hiftory ; - ſome affirm, that after the marty! 


dom o St. Stephen, when the chriſtians were diſperſed 


he came to the weſtern parts of the world, even t 


B ritaia and Ireland ; aud having planted chiilliayl 
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among them, returned to Jeruſalem, but it ſeems im- 
brobable on leveral accounts; and-therefore it is fateit 
to confine his miniftryto Judea, and the parts adjacent, 
and to ſeek for him at Jeruſalem, where we are ſure to 
find him. | 

At this time Herod Agrippa the ſon Ariſtobulus, 
being in great favour withClaudivs the Roman emperor 
he confirmed to him the kingdom of Judea and all the 
provinces that his grandfather Herod the great enjoy- 
ed who being ſenſible that the moſt probable way to 
gain the affection of the Jews, was to perſecute the 
chriſtians ; he reſolved accordingly to fall upon themz 
and finding St. James vigorous in contending for the 
truth, commands him to be apprehended, and ſentenced 
to die; the ſoldier who obſerved his great conſtancy 
and courage at his trial, fell at his feet, begging par- 
don for what he had done againſt him ; the holy man 
raiſed him up and kiſſed him, who thereupon publickly 
profeſſed himſelf to be a chriſtian, and ſo they were 
both beheaded at the ſame time. 

His death was not long unrevenged, of which the 
ancients give the following account, that Herod goin 
to.Samaria, he proclaimed ſolemn ſights and feſtiv 
entertainments to be had in honour of Cefar z early in 
the morning, he came in great ſtate to the theatre 
erected for him, to make an oration to the people, 
gorgeouſſy arrayed in a robe curiouſly wrought with 
filver, gold, and jewels, ſo that the luſtre thereof made 
the people cry out, that he was ſome deity, and beyond 
the common ſtandard of humanity; this impious applauſe 
he received with much pleaſure, but the comic part was 
ſoon turned into a tragedy; for looking up, he eſpied an 


owl fitting over his head, which he inſtantly appre- 


hended as a fatal meſſenger of inevitable ruin, by the 
juſt judgment of almighty God; and thereupon in- 
curable melancholy ſeized upon his mind, as well as 
exquiſite torments upon his body; upon which turning 
to-thoſe about him. * You may here ſee yourſelves 
* evidently convinced of flattery and falſhood ; you ſee 


me whom you called a.pod, am by the laws of fate, 


condemned to die, and he whom you counted immor- 
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tal © ready to giv@ up the ghoſt. His pains continual. 

ly increaſed upon him, and though his favourites prayed 

rarneſtly to the Gods for his health, yet his accute tor. 
tores at length put a period to his miſerable life. 
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| The LIFE of St. AMES the, leſs, who as InochiT an 


4 8 Kee head with a fuller's club. 


His Feſtival is celebrated with St. Philip's, May 1. 


4 her S apoſtle is probably conjectured to be the ſon 
| of Joſeph, afterwards the huſband of the bleſſed 
virgin, by his firft wife, and ſo reputed our Lord's 
brother, and the fon of Joſeph ; and though he is like. 
wiſe called the ſon of Alpheus, this may brobably relate 
to his being a diſciple of ſome particular fect of the 
Jews, called Alpheans. We have little account of his 
birth, and former life, but find that after the reſurrec- 
tion, he was honored with the particular appearance of 
our Lord to him, which, though not mentioned by the 
evangeliſts, is recorded by St. Paul; one of the ancients 
relates, he had ſolemnly ſworn, that from the time he 
drank the cup, at the inſtitution of the laſt ſupper, be 
would eat bread no more till our lord returned from 
the grave, who thereupon appeared to him, command- 
ing bread to be ſet before him, which he took, blefled 
and brake and gave to St. James, ſaying, * eat thy 

© bread my brother, for the ſon of man is truly riſen 
from them that ſleep.” | | 
His refidence was for the moſt part at Jeruſalem, to 
him we find St. Paul makes his addreſs after his conver- 
ſion ; to him St. Peter ſent the news of his miraculous 
deliverance out of priſon; but he was principally- active 


in the ſynod at Jeruſalem, in the great controverſy, 


N about the Moſaic rites. He diſcharged his office like 
- a diligent and faithful guide to ſours ; ſtrengthening the 

g weak, informing the ignorant, reducing the erroneous, 
reproving the obſtinate, and by the fervency of his 
preaching, ſubdued the ſtubborneſs.of the refractory 

and perverſe generation; and many principal perſons 
being brought over to a compliance with the chriſtian 
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Los LIFE or Sr, IAMEsS. f 
faith it awakened the envy and malice of his enemies to 


conſpire his ruin, vexed they were, that Paul by appeal 


ing to Czlar, had eſcaped their hands, and therefore 


turn their revenge pon St. James, which not being able 
to effect under Feſtus's government they vigorouſly 
attempted under the procuratorſhip of Alb nus, his ſuc- 


vernment gould arrive; to 


ceſſor, before the new 


which end a council is ſummoned with all expedition, 


and the apoſtles and othersarraigned and condemned as 
violaters of the law, & for the more plauſible managing 
of their deſigne, they ſet the ſeribes & phariſees to enſnare 
St. James, inſinuating that they had a great opinion of 
his ſanity, and that the whale Jewith nato gave him 
the teſtimony of being a Juſt man 3 they therefore de- 
fired that he would reduce the people om their falſe 
opinion, that Jeſus was the Meſſiah, and would to that 
end take the opportunity of the univerſal conflaence of 
people to the paſchal ſolemnity, and gowith them to the 
top of the temple, where he might de ſcen and heard 
of all; being zecordingly plated to advantage upon a 
pinnacle, or wing of the temple, they thus addreſſed him, 
Tell us, O Juſtas, or James, whom we know and 
© believe to be a righteous man, what is the reafon that 
the people are ſo generally led away, to. adore Jeſus 
* who was 'crucified at Jeruſalem, and what are the 
« dorinex & precepts which he pnblithed to the world, 
© and where is his refidence fince. his pretended refarrec- 
© tion from the dead ?? to which the apoſtle anſwered, 
with an audible voice, Why do you enquire of Jeſus, 
the ſon of man? he fits in heaven on the tight hand 
of the Majeſty on high, & willcome again inthe clouds 
cf heaven. The people below hearing this, glorified 
the bleſſed Jeſus. The ſcribes and phariſees perceiving 
' themſelves diſappointed, and that inſtead of reclaiming, 
they confirmed the multitudes in theif ſuppoſed ener, 
thought the only remedy was todiſpatch him out of the 
way, that from his ſad fate, others might be warned 
not to. perſiſt in the belief of Jeſus; whereupon they 
ſuddenly cried out that James himſelf was educed, 
and become an impoſtor, and chrew him down from the 
place whereon he Rood, — ke was torely bruiſed, 
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| 26 Tas LIFE or Sr. PHILIP. | 

dot not killed ſo that he recovered ſo much flrength a1 
do get upon his knees and pray to heaven for them; 
vexed that they had not diſpatched-him, they fell afreſh 


upon the remainder of his life ; and while he was yet 
praying, one ſteping in audintreating him to ſpare him, 
à juſt religious man who was crying to heaven to for- 


give them: began to aſſault him with a ſhower of ſtones, 


till one, more mercifully cruel than the reſt, beat out 
his brains with a tuller's club. - ; 
Thus died this good man, in the ninetieth year of his 


age. & about twenty four years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, 


to the great grief and regret of all pious men, Jews az 
well as ethers, and was buried in mount Olivet, in a 
tomb which he had built for himſelf, and had therein 
buried Zacharias and old Simeon. He was of exemplary 
and extraordinary piety, educated under the ſtricteſt 
rules and inſtitutions of 1eligion, being, as is ſuppoſed, 
of the ancient order of the Rechabites, whoſe buſineſs 
and delight ſeemed to be to converſe only with heaven, 
and was wont to retire alone to the temple to pray, which 
he always performed kneeling, till by his inceſſant de- 
votions, it is related, that his knees became as hard and 
brawny as a camels. He wrote only oneepiſtle,probably 


not long before. his martyrdom ; he directed it to the 


Jewiſh converts, diſperſed up and down thoſe. caſtern 
countries, to comfort them under ſufferings, and to 
confirm them againſt error. „ 


itK 13247 


—_— 


The LIFE of Sr. PHILIP the Apoſtle, who was banged 
up againſt a pillar, at Hierapolis, a city of Phrygia. 


His Feſtival, with that of St. James the leſs, is celebrat- 


ed May 1. 


T. PHILIP was born at Bethſaida, near the ſea 

of Tyberias. We read nothing of his parents, nor 

way of liſe in the boly goſpels, though probably he was 
a fiſherman, the common trade of that place; he had the 
honour to be tlie firſt #alled to beChriſt's diſciple; for our 

Lord after his return from the wilderneſs, having met 
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with Andrew and his brother Peter, after fome ſhort 
diſcourſe” put te from them, and the next day paſſin 

through Galilee, he found Philip, whom he commanded 
preſentiy to follow him, which he 
no ſooner does religion take poſſeſſion of his mind than 
he goes and tinds Nathaniel, acquaints him wich the 
tidings of the ner found Meſſial., and conducts him to 
him. After his call to the apoſtleſhip, there is not 


much recorded of him in the ſcripture ; it was to him 


the Lord propounded what they could get in the wil. 


dernels, that would feed ſo vaſt a multitude; to whom 
he anſwered that it would be very difficult to find 


enough in that place; it was to hfin that the gentile 
protetytes, who came ap to the paſſover, addreſſed 
themieives, when they deſired to fee our Saviour. It 
was to him that our b'e{ſ:d Redeenrer diſcourſes con- 
cerning himleif, a little before the* paſchal ſupper. 
The Lord Jeſus had been fortifying the minds of his 
diſciples with proper conſiderations againſt his depar- 
ture from them; he told them, that no man could come 
to the Father but by him. Philip not readily under- 
ſanding the tone of our Saviour's reaſoningsbegged of 
him that he might ſee the Father. Our Lord gently re- 
proved his ignorance, that after ſo long attendance upon 
his inſtructions, he ſhould not know that he was the 
image of his Father; the expreſs character of his inh- 
nite wiſdom, power, and'goodaeſs, appearing in bim; 
that be ſaid apd did nothing but by his Father's ap- 
pointment, wajch if they did not believe, his , miracles 
were ſufficiengEvidence ; that therefore ſuch demands, 
were unneceſſary and impertinent, and that it argued 


great weakneſs, after three years converſe with him; 


and under him, and under his diſcipline and inſtruction, 
that they ſhould bave ſo little underſtanding in theſe 
matters. | * | 

In the diſtribution of the ſeveral regions of the world, 
made by the apoſtles, ſome think that upper 
the province which was aſſigned to. Philip; where he 
applied himſelf with indefatigable diligence & induſtry, 


te recover men out of the ſnare of Satan, to the em 


bracingand acknowledging of the truth, and by the con- 


id accordingly . 


Afia was 
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ehriſtian faith, at once curing both ſouls and bodies; 
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ſtaney of his preaching, and the efficacy of his miracles, 
gained numerous converts, whom he baptized into the 


their ſouls of error and idolatry, and their bodies of in- 
firmities and diſtempers ; bealing diſeaſes, diſpoſſeſſing 
demons, ſettling churches, and appointing them paſtors 
and teachers. "7 4 Ps 2. : bs 
Having for many years ſueceſsfully managed his apoſ- 
tolic office in thoſe parts, he came, toward the latter 
end of his I ſe, to 7 in Phrygia, a rich and 
populous, but moſt idolatrous place; among the many 
vain and trifling deities to whom they paid religious. ber 
worlhip, was a ſerpent or dragon, which they E apo 


with great and ſolemn vener ation; the apoſtle was mig 


grieved to ſee ther. ſo groſsly enſlaved in error; and ¶ nee 
therefore continually ſolicited heaven, till by prayer he Ist. 
had procured the death & deſtruction of this monſtrous gre 
deity, and then endeavoured to convince them of the. heir 
ſolly and madneſs of paying divine adoration to ſuch Nuſef 
filthy and odious creatures, and to declare io them the W'Thi 
excellency. of the chriſtian religion; wherein he was ſo Hof t 
tuccelsful, that the people generally abhored their Krecc 
former ſottiſh idolatry, & cordially embraced there the 


chriſtian inſtitution, whereupon the enemy of mankind The 


ſtirred up the magiſtrates of the city to purſue the old 
methods of perſecution. and cruelty, who ſeized upon bing 


the bleſſed apoitle, & having put him in priſon, cauſed 


him to be ſeverely ſcourged ; after which barbarity, he 
was led to execution, and being bound, was kanged up 
by the neck againſt a pillar, though others. write, he 
was crucified, The-apoſtle being dead, his body was 
taken down by St. Bartholomew, his fellow ſufferer, |} ern 
end his own fiſter, who is ſaid to have been the conſtant I oth 
companion of his travels, and decently buried; after iel, 
which, having confirmed the people in the faith of Chriſt I cor 
they departed from thence, 3 Ty 

It is generally affirmed that St. Philip was married, ¶ apo 
and that he had daughters whom he diſpoſed of in I whi 
marriage; but though this be granted, yet they, not ¶ tha 
carefully diſtinguiſhing between Philip the deacon and ¶ the 


Philip the apoſtle, have made ſome conclude them te ſea 
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de one and the ſame perſbn, but with hoy little reaſon. 
vill appear, if we confider that Philip, who could hot 
de one of the apoſtolic college, the apoſtles declaring 
pon that occaſion, they had affairs ef a higher nature 
o attend upon ; ſo then upon the perſecution that aroſt 
upon St. Stephen's death the church was diſperſed, and 

ey © were all ſcattered abroad throughout the regions 


« of Judea and Samaria; and Philip the deacon among 


the reſt who went down to the city of Samaria, except 
the apoſtles who tarried behind at Jeruſalem, and whe 
Philip had converted and baptized a conſiderable num- 
ber in that place, he was forced to ſend for two of the 
apoſtles from Jeruſalem, that ſo by their hands they 
might receive the Holy Ghoſt ; which had been wholly 
needleſs, had he himſelf been one of the twelre apoſtles. 
St. Philip left no ſacred writings behind him ; the 
greatet part of the apoſtles having little leiſure to write, 
being employed in the miniſtry, as more immediatel 
uſeful and ſubſervient to the happineſs of mankind, 
This is the account which the eceleſiaſtical writers give 
of this, as well as they do of other apoltles, tho not 
recorded in holy writ. | | 


The LIFE of Sr. BARTHOLOMEW the 
Apoſtle, who cp flead alive by the command of a barbarout. 


His Feſtival is celebrated, Auguſt 24. 


HERE is no queſtion but St. Bartholomew was 
an apoſtle, tho the holy ſcriptures take notice only 
of his name, which occaſioned ſeveral ancient and mod- 


ern authors to mega that he lies concealed under ſome - 


other name ; and that he can be no other than Nathan- 
iel, one of the firſt diſciples that came to Chriſt ; ac- 
cordingly we may obſerve, that as ſome of the evan- 
geliſts never mention Bartholomew in the number of the 
apoſtles, ſo others take no notice of Nathaniel; but that 
which renders the thing mott ſpecious and probable is, 
that we find Nathaniel particnlasly reckoned up with 
the ether apoſtles, to whom our Lord appeared at the 
lea of Tyberias. 
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| The difficulty bein cleared, we proceed to a more 
articular account of him, who is thought by ſome to 
ave been a Syrian of a royal extraQtior, and to have 


derived his pedigree from the Ptolomy's, kings of Egypt. 


But it is manifeſt that he, as well as the reſt of the 
Mae was a Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we know it 

articularly ſaid, that he was of Cana, in Galilee: the 
ſcripture takes no notice of his trade, or way of life, 
tho ſome circumſtances ſeem to intimate that he was a 
fiſherman. At his firſt coming to Chriſt, he was con- 
ducted by Philip, who told him they had found the long 
looked for Mefliah ; and when he had objected that the 
Meſſiah could not be born at Nazareth; Philip bids him 
come and ſatisfy himſelf ; at his firſt appearance, our 
blefled Saviour entertains him with the character of a 
man of true ſimplicity and integrity: Surpriſed he was 
at our Lord's ſalutation, wondering how he could know 
him ſo well at firſt ſight, whoſe face he had never ſeen 
before: but he was anſwered, that he had ſeen him un- 
der the fig tree, before Philip called him. Being con- 


vinced by this inſtance- of our Lord's divinity, he pre- 


ſently made his confeſſion, that he was fure that Jeſus 
was the promiſed Meſſiah, the ſon of God, whom he 
had appointed to be the king and 1 of his 
Church; our Saviour told him, that i 


ſhould have far greater arguments to confim his faith ; 
that ere long he ſhould ſee the heavens opened toreceive 
him thither and the angels viſibly appearing to attend 
apon him. | 
Concei ning our apoſiles? travels up and down the 
world, to propagate the chriſtian faith; the ancients 


give an account, that he went as far as that part of India 


» hich borders upon ZMithiopia, and that be there left a 
copy of St. Matthew's goſpel ; and they relate further, 
mat Paulinus, a man tag for his {kill in philoſophy, 
and particularly in the inſtitution of the Stoics ; havin 

embraced chriſtianity, he in a devont and zealous imi- 
tation of ile apoſtles, was inflamed with zeal to propa- 
Zate the ſaith cf Chiiſt in thoſe eaſtern countries, and 
came as far as India, meeting here with ſcme that yet 


upon theſe in- 
ducements he could believe him to be the Meflah, he 
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retained the knowledge of Chriſt, and ſound St. Mat» 
thew's goſpel written ia Hebrew,left there as the tradi- 
tion was by St. Bartholomew, one of the twelve apoſ · 
tles, when he preached the true faith to thoſe nations. 
Aſter the labors of St. Bartholomew in theſe parts 
of the world, he returned to the more weſtern 


northern countries of Aſia ; at Hierapolis, in Phrygia, 


we find him in company with Philip, inſtructing the 
inhabitants in the principles of _ chriſtianity, and con- 
vincing them of the folly of their heatheniſh worſhip ; 
which ſo enraged the idolaters, that he was deſigned 


for martyrdom at the ſame time with Philip; but upon 


a ſudden conviction that the divine juſtice would re- 
venge their deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſſed. 

| — it is probable, that after this, St. Bartholo- 
mew went toLacaonia. His laſt'remove was toAbanople, 
in Armenia the great, a place miſerably overgrown 
with idolatry, from which he ſought to reclaim the 
deluded people. This ſo enraged the governor of the 
country, that he ſentenced him to be crucified ; which 
ſome ſay, be cheerfully ſuffered, comforting and con- 
firming the convert gentiles to the laſt minute of his 
life : | Jag ſay he was crucified with his head down- 
ward; others afhim, that he was flead alive before his 
crucifixion, a barbarity uſed both by the Perſians and 
Egyptians, and from whom they might borrow this 
horrible and inhuman cruelty. | 
e OTE BAI WA. {OT BCE 
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The LIFE of Sr. ANDREW the Apaſtle, who was 


bound to a creſe, from whence he preached to the people. 
His Feſtival is obſerved, November 30. 


Cr. ANDREW was born at Bethſaida, a city of 


Galilee, the ſon of John or Jonas, a fiſher man of 


that town, and brother of Simon Peter; he was brought 


up to his father's trade, and was employed therein, till 
our bleſſed Saviour called him to another kind of fith- 
ing. SLE 

Joha the baptiſt having lately riſen up in the Jewiſh 
church, great multitudes followed him to hear bis 
doctrines and exhortations; he had alſo a number of 
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ſelect difoiptes, who more particularly accompanied 
him; in the number of which was our apoſtle St. An. 
drew, who was with him about Jordan. Our Lord 
coming that way, upon his approach the baptiſt told 


them, that this was the Meſſiah ; whereupon Andrew 


and another diſciple followed our Saviour to the place 
of his abode: after ſome diſcourſe with him, Andrew 
goes and acquaints his brother Simon, and both togeth« 
er came to Chrift ; yet ſtaid not long with him, but re- 
turned home and exerciſed their calling for more than 
a year, till our holy Redeemer paſſing thro Galilee, 
fully ſatisfied them of his divinity, and commanded 
them to follow him, which they did immediately ; 
ſhortly after, Andrew, together with the reſt, was 
choſen to be one of thoſe that were to be Chriſt's im- 
mediate vicegerents for planting and propagating the 
chriſtian faith. Little elſe is recorded, of him in the 
general account of the reſt of the apoſtles. Our Lord 
being aſcended into heaven, and the apoſtles diſperſed 
thro all nations, to publiſh the everlaſting goſpel, ſome 
of the ancients relate, that Andrew travelled into Scy- 
thia, where he continued foe ſome conſiderable time, 
going from one place to another, preaching the goſpel 
and ſettling the churches, meeting in many places with 
great troubles and oppoſition ; hence in proceſs of 
time he came to Byzantium (now called Conſtantino- 
ple) where he inſtructed the inhabitants in the knowl 
edge of the chriſtian religion, and founded a church. 
After thishe travelled thro Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Achaia, where for many years he cultivated the true 
faith and at length came to Patrza, a city of Achaia, 
where he gave his laſt and great teſtimony of the veri- 
ty of it, by laying down his life in its defence ; of the 
manner of whole martyidom ſome authors give the 
following account. | 
Agas, proconſul of Aſia, coming to Patrza, and ob- 
ſerving that numbers of the people embraced the chriſ- 
tian Serine he endeavored to reclaim them; where- 
upon the apoſtle went to him, and expoſtulated with 
him about the matter, but the proconſul derided 
him as the propagator of a religion, the auther and 


— 


pub! 
upo 


the « 
gove 
flitic 
that 
ſhou 
fir(t 
ter \ 
day 
aim 
for a 
the « 
wor! 
men 


joĩce. 
happ 
glori⸗ 
and e 
faith, 
was 1 


Tas LIFE os Sr. ANDREW. 33 
publiſher whereof the Jews bad infamouſly put to death 


upon the croſs. AY 2 
The apoſtle from hence took occaſion. to demonſtrate 


the excellency and certainty of that religion, but the 


governor would hear nothing againſt his own ſuper- 
llitious and idolatrous worſhip z and threatened him, 
that if he did not. offer ſacrifice to his Pagan idols he 


ould ſuffer death on the croſs, in conformity to the 


firſt preacher of that new faith which he profeſſed; at- 
tzr which he was commanded back to priſon. The next 
day he was bro't before the proconſul, who perſuaded 
him not to loſe his life, and the pleafures of this world, 
for an uncertain reward in another. The apoltle on 
the contrary inſiſted upon the folly and vanity of all 
worldly enjoyment, and the certainty of a day of judg- 
ment when every man muſt give an * account of all 
© he hath done in the body, whether it be good or 
ether it be evil;' that if he did not believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Savior of, the world, he mutt certainly en- 
dure eternal tormeats in hell. | 

This ſo enraged the proconſul, that he told him he 
maſt either inſtantly renounce his fond opinions, or elſe 
he ſhould ſuffer the greateſt torments that could be in- 
flicted on him, Tae 

The apoſtle replied, that he feared not his tortures, 
and did not doubt but Chiift would ſtrengthen him to 


endure all manner of barbarity, rather than deny his 


former profeſſion of the true faith. The proconſul then 
commanded: him to beſcourged by ſeven officers, called 
Lictors, who ſucceſſivelywhipt his naked body ; but 
ſeeing his great patience and undauntedne ſs under this 
cruel uſuage, he commanded him to be crucified, but not 
to be faſtened with nails, but tied with cords, that he 
might be the longer in dying. 1 pp 

Being come within ſight of the croſs, he heartily re- 
joiced, 1aying, that he long defired and expected that 
happy hour, wherein he might bear teſtimony to his 


glorious and renowned Maſter; after having prayed 


and exhorted the people to continue conſtant in the 
faith, which he in his lifetime delivered to them, he 
was faſtened to th>Þ croſs, whereon it is ſaid he hung 


. 
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two days, teaching and inſtructing the multitude ?11 thy 
while, and exhorting them to ſuffer cheerfully what- 
foever cruelties their enemies ſhould inflict upon them; 

i they ſhould be called to bear witneſs to the truth, 
In the mean time great importunity was ufed to the 
roconſul to take” n down from the crojs; but th 
bleſſed apoſtle earneſtly begged, of our Lord, that he 
might at this time ſeal the truth with his blood, and 
God heared his prayer, and he immediately expired, 


Nov. 30, though in what year it is uncertain. | 
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The LIFE of Sr. THOM iS the Apoſtle, bo was run 
Wc through with « lance at Coromandel in the Eaſt Indies. 


His Feſtival, is obſerved, Dec. 21. 


H Jews, as we have obſerved, uſed commonly 
when trayelling into other countries, or familiarly 
converſiag with the Wrecks and Romans, to aſſume to 
themſelves a Greek or Latin name of affinity, and 
. ſometimes of the very ſame {ignitication, with that offi 
their own country. Thus St. Thomas, aecording to 
the Syriac impoit of his name, was, called Dydimus, 
which has the ſame ſigniſication. The hiſtory of the eli 
goſpel takes no particular nytice either of his country 
or kindred: His employment was a fiſherman ; he 
afterwards, together with the reſt, was called to the 
apoltlethip ; where not long after he gave an eminent 
inſtance of his hearty willingneſs to undergo the ſaddeſt i 
fate that might attend him; for when the reſt of the 
apoſtles diſſuaded our Saviour from going to Judea, leſt Fi 
the Jews ſhould long him as they a little before had} 
attempted 3 St. Thomas deſires them not to hinder 
Chriſt's journey, thither though it might coſt them 
their lives; probably concluding that inſtead of raifing 
azarus from the dead, they themſelves ſhould be ſent 
with him to their own graves, ſo that he made up in 
pious affections, what he ſeemed to want in the quick- 
neſs of his underſtanding, not readily underſtanding 
ſome of our Lord's diſcourſes, nor over forward to be- Þ 


— 
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jeve till he had occular demonſtration of tys reſurrec. 
jon. When our Saviour a little before his total fuf 
erings, told his diſciples, that be was going to prepare 

place for them, which they might follow, as knowi: 
where it was, our apoſtle roundly replied, that he knew 
t not; to which Chriſt gives this ſatisfactory anſwer, 
that he was tbe living way.” e 

Our Lord being dead, his diſciples were cxceedingly 
liſtracted, between hope and deſpair about his reſurrec- 
ion, Which engaged him the ſooner to make his ap- 
jearance ; Wherefore the very day whereon he aroſe, he 
ame into the houſe where they were met together, 
0 the deors were faſt ſhut for fear of the Jews. At 
is meeting St, Thomas was abſent, r probably 
ever come into their cot pany ſince their diſperſion in 


10nly ke garden, where every one's fears prompted them to 
liarly onſalt their own ſafety. At his return the diſciples 
ne to old him, that the Lord had appeared to them, but be 
, andÞpbſtinately refuſed to believe that it was he, except he 
it of might ſee the very print of his nails, and feel the 
g tofmounds in his ſide and bands; his compaſſionate Maſter 
mus, frould not take advantage of the man's refraQory un- 
the elief, but upon that day ſe'nnight, as they were ſol. 
try mnly met at their, holy worſhip he appeared to them 
; hefgain, and calling Thomas, bade him look upon his 
the hands, and put his finger in the prints of the nails, and 
inent Khruſt his hand into the hole of his fide, and thereby 
Ideſt N rengthened his faith. The apoſtle was quickly con- 
the Pinced of his error, confeſſing that he acknowledged 


» leſt im to be his Lord and Maſter. | Gs 
had. Our bleſſed Redeemer being aſcended into heaven, 
nder nd having eminently given gifts and miraculous pow- 
hem fis to the apoſtles, St. Thomas, moved thereby to di- 
ſing Fine inſpiration, is faid to have ſent Thaddeus, one of 
ſent She ſeventy diſciples, to Agharus, king of Edeſſa, whom 
p iti he cured of an inveterate diitemper, who converted 
ick · ſim and his ſubjects to the chriſtian faith. It is re- 
ling Forded, that the province allotted to St. Thomas was 
be. Parthia from whence he proceeded to preach the goſpel 
{i Media, Perſia, Carmania, Hvrcania, Bactria, and 
ie neighboring nations. One of the ancients ſays, 
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that in Perſia he met with the three wiſe men who cam ho 
that long journey eut of the eaſt to bring preſents ¶ Ne c 
our new born ſaviour, whom he baptized, and tod 
along with him as his companions and aſſiſtants fs 
-preaching the goſpel. Hence he travelled into Æthit dag: 
pia, and afterward came to India, where we are told Mf th 
was afraid to have ventured himſelf, till he was end ac 
couraged by a viſion, - that aſſured him of the div k. 
preſence and protection. He travelled very far in th, 
eaſtern countries, till he arrived at the nation of ils b 
Brachmans, preaching in all places where he arrived ions. 
and by the gentle methods, and efficacy of the chr. 
tian doctrine, he reclaimed the people from their bling). | 
- ſuperſtition and idolatry. The Portugueſe who inhablly.a:4 
it thoſe parts, relate, that St. Thomas came firſt 
Socatora, an iſland in the Arabian ſea, where havin 
converted many, he travelled farther into the Eaft, an 
Having ſucceſsfully planted the true faith, returne 
back to Caromandel, whereby he began to erect a plac 
for divine worſhip, till prohibited by the prince an@ 
prieſt of the kingdom; but the apoſtle having wroughſF* 
ſeveral miracles, the work went on, and the fultan, « 
- king himſelf, embraced chriſtianity. The Brachma 
plainly perceiving that this progreſs of the goſpel woul 
endanger their intereſt, and in time extirpate th 
falſe religion, thought it high time to prevent its ſpread 
ing, and that it was abſolutely neceſſary that the apoſt 
ſhould be taken out of the way; there was a tomb no 
far off the city, where St. Thomas uſed to retire to hi 
ſolitudes and private devotions ; thither the Brachman 
and their followers purſued him, and while he u. 
fervent in prayer, firſt aſſaulted him with darts anf 
ſtones, till one of them coming nearer, ran him throug 
with a lance. His body was taken up by his disciple 
and buried in the church which he had lately erected 
While one of the viceroys of Portugal reſided in thoſF 


parts there were brought him certain b aſs tables, whoſpavior 
inſcription none could read, till at length by the help nd hi: 
a Jew they were found to contain only a donation madſtion h 

owers 


by St. Thomas of a piece of ground for builiding 
church. They tell allo of a famous croſs found in 8 wel 


etati 
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camW1.omas's chapel, whereon-was engraven an »vintelligi- 


nts Mie character, which learned Dramon 1endercu to this 


b tocſgeffect ; that St. Thomas, a divine perſon, was ſent to 
nts Whoſe countries by the Son of God, in the days of king 
EchioSagamo, to inſtru the inhabitants in the knowledge 
old bYÞf the true God ; that he built a church, and perform- 
is enſed admirable miracles, but at lat while he was upon 


divini knees dffering his addreſſes to heaven, be was thralt 


in Mhro with a ſword, and that this croſs was tained with 
f tis blond, and left as a memorial of thoſe tranſac» 
TIVES: ons. ' 
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leath with arrows. . 
His feaſt is celebrated with St. Simon, October 28 


f, ar HIS apoſile is mentioned by ſeveral names in the. 


-urne hiſtory of the goſpel, namely, Jude, Thaddeus, 
| placſpnd Lebbeus, it being uſual in holy writ for- the ſame 
e an@erſon to have more proper names than one; the firſt 
oughſwas common among the Jews, as being the name of one 
an, off the twelve patriarchs of their nation, which it is 
bmanſthought, he changed as ſounding ſo like that of Judas 
woulUſcariot, that arch traitor, which was very odious and 

theileteitable among the chriſtians ; - and called himſelt 
preadJl haddeus, a word of the very ſame fignification, and 
poſts ſometimes ſtiled Judas, the brother of James ; for his 
b nofame Lebbeus, it is derived from the Hebrew word 
to hi&#hich ſignifies. a lion, alluding to Jacob's prophe ty, 
man} That Judas ſhould be a lion. &c;” | 25 
ze ui As to his parentage, he was ore of our Lord's kin- 
s an@{red, the ſon of Joſeph and the brother of- James the 
rouglleſs. We do not find when he was called to the apoſtle- 
ciple$iip ; only that he was enumerated among them. j nor. 
ectedqs any thing particularly recorded of him afterwards 
thoſſnore than one queſtion which he propourded to aur 
whoſpaviour, who having told them what great things he 
elp nd his Father would do, and what particular wanifeſta- 
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The LIFE of Sr. FUDE the apoſtle, who was ſhot te 


madſtion he would make of himſelf to his diſciples ard fol- 


ing Jowers after his reſurrection: St. Jude, whoſe thor pls, 


in Ss well as of the reſt, were taken up with the ex- 
efation of a 1 kingdom of the meſſiah, not 


> - 
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knowing how thzt could conſiſt with the public ſolemn. f 
ty of the glorious ſtate they looked for, aſked hit 
What was the reaſon that he would manifeſt hi mſelf 
them, and not to the world!“ Our Lord replie che 
* That the world was not capable of thoſe divine mem kia 
feſtations, as being ſtrangers and enemies th v we 
* ſhould fit them for heaven: That they were off ,, 
good men, perſons of a divine temper of mind, ar one 
* religious obſervers of his laws and will, whom 6 d 
would honour with theie familiar converſes.” 
Euſebius relates exppreſsly, that ſoon after our lore 
aſcenſion, St. Thomas diſpatched Thaddeus the apcllY,..c 
to Agbarus, king of Edeſſa, where he healed diſeath. 
- wrought miracles, expounded the dcarine of chriſtian} 8. 
ty, and converted the king and the people to the tr onc 
faith; and when. Agbarus offered him rich gifts ame 
preſents for his labour of love in the Lord, he in Ichu- 
noble ſcorn replied, * That he had little reaſon to on 
5 ceive from others what he had already relinquiſhed 
here he is ſaid to have died peaceably, and-to have be 
moſt honourably buried; but by the general 6onſent um 
the Latin church, he is ſaid to have travelled to Perſi 
Where after great ſucceſs in his apoſtolic miniſtry {qr 
many 24 was at laſt, for his free and opcu 1. 
proving of ſuperſtitious rights and uſages of the Mag. 
cruelly murdered, by being tied to a ſtake, aud ſhot Nhe 
death with arrows. . 
That he was one of the married diſciples manitelt! 5 
appears, becauſe Euſebius gives the following accoury, 
of his grandſon. Domitian, the bloody Roman tyran ther 
whoſe wickedneſs had awakened in him the quickeY =: 
jealouſies, and made him ſuſpect every one that had bu The. 
the leaſt pretence to be his corrival in the empire, being 
informed that ſome of the line of David, and Chriſt 
kindred did yet remain, two grand- children of St. Jud 
the brother of our Lord, were brought before him, whe 
having confeſſe t they were of the family and race 
David, he enquired what eſtate and poſſeflions they hac 
who told him, They had only a few acres of land he 
out of the improvement whereof-they paid him tribute 
© and maintained themſelves with their own hard labor© - 
bas by the hardneſs of their hands did appear, whic! 
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— ewed him.“ He then enquired of them 


oncern ing hir iſt, and what kind of a kingdom it was 
is follawers talked of, and when. itwould appear? They 
W-plied, That Chriſt's kingdom was not of this world. 
nor did it conſiſt in the grandeur and domimions 

repſieſ thereof ; but that his was an heavenly 'and — | 
e mach kingdom, and woald finally take place at the end of 
the world; when coming in great glory, our Lord 
would judge the quick and che dead, and reward every 
one according to his work.“ The emperor judging 
their lunpucity and meanneſs, that no danger could 
cerue to him, diimiſſed them without any ſeverity ; 
Ao wever, they, were accounted chriſtian, martyrs and 
Preferred to great employments in the reign of the em- 
peror Trajan. | | 

St. Jude left only one e piſtle of catholic and univerſal 
oncern, inſcribed at large to all chriſtians; it was ſome- 
ime before it met with a general reception. in. the 
church, but was afterwards added to the ſcripture ca- 
on; che author indeed ſtiles not himſelf an apoſtle, no 
more doth St. James nor St. John, nor ſometimes St. 
Paul himſelt ; why ſhould he fare the worſe for calling 
him elf, The ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt? When he might 
have added, not only aa Apoitle but the brother of our 
Lord, 'The deſign of his epiſtle is to preſerve the ehriſt- 
M. J ians from being infected with the looſe and debauched 
ay principles vented by Simon Magus and his: followers, 
Iv hoſe wretched dactrines and practices he briefly and 
niteſl! elegantly repreſents, who ought to be avoided as per- 

Inicious ſeducers, leſt they ſhould periſh with. them in 

chat terrible vengeance. which was ready to overtake 


'yran' | 
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I. LIFE of Sr. SIMON the Apaſdla, called the Zealos, aue 
; was crucified in Perſia . | 
Jud His feſtival is obſerved with that of St, Jude, OR. 28. 
T. SIMON the apoſtle was, as ſome think, one of 


s _ the four brothers of our Lord, ſons of Joſeph, by a 
y had former marriage; in the catalogue of the apoſtles he is 


alled Simon the Canaanite, as alſo Simon Zelotes, or 
he Zealot ; probably from his active warm temper, and 


labor © 
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zealous for wardneſs in ſome peculiar way or profe ſſio 
of religion, before his coming to our Saviour ; for t} 
better underſtanding this, we muſt know, that the 
| - was a diſtinct ſect among the Jews, called the ſect © 
16 40 the Zealots ; they were earneſt aſſertors of the honouſ 


0 of the law, and the ſtrictneſs and purity of religion barb 
| inſomuch that they took upon themſelves to queſtio mw 
þ notoriqus offenders, without ſtaying for the ordina! — 
| * 


formalities of the law, yea when the caſe required, 
executing capital vengeance upon them; till at length} q 
their zeal degenerating into all manner of licentioutneſyF* 


and extravagance they not only became the peſts 6 om 
government at home, but opened a door for the Ro. * 
an 


mans to break in upon them, to their final and irre cov © 
erable ruin. . g 

They were continually prompting the people t. golf 
throw off the Roman yoke, ' and recover their native 
Rberty, and thereby bringing all things into 4iforder 
and confuſion, made advantage to themſelves of tlioſe 
commotions ; Joſephus the Jewiſh hiſtorian, complains 
grievouſly of them, and gives a large account of their == 
ſeditious practices, and every where bewails their villain I- 

ies, as being the greateſt plague to their nation; Nay, 

when Jeruialem was cloſely belieged by the Romans, 

eaſed not tõ create tumults and fa&ions within the ci- 
ty, and were indeed the main cauſe of the Jews ill ſuc- P 

| ceſs in that fatal war. It is probable that all who went 
Ee. under the name of this ſet, were of this ungodly andFhe 
j? wretched temper, but that ſome of them were of ag one 
17. more ſober and peaceable diſpoſitiow; and as it is not i ſev 
| to be doubted, but that our Simon was ane of the ſe in I his 
general, ſo there is reaſon to believe he was one of the int 
better ſort, however, this makes no mote a reflection up- | wh 
on his being called to the apoſtleſhip, than it did upon Ch 
St. Matthew, who was before a publican, or St. Paul} em 
_ a phariſee, and ſo zealouſlyperſecuting the church an 

of God. 4 a” | 1 

Deing inveſted in the apoſtolical office, no further I ch 
mention is made in the hiſtory of the goſpel, concern-. an 
| ing what the apoſtles did, till their diſperſion up and I] at 
5 down the world, and he then doubtleſs applied bimſelt I to 
| . 7e: 
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o the performance of his office and charge. He is 
id to have directed his travels toward Egypt; thence 
o Cyrene and Africa, and throughout Mauritania, and 
all Lydia, preaching. the goſpel in theſe remote and 
batbarious countries: nor could the“ coldneſs of the 
limate- benumb his zeal nor hinder him from ſhipping 
himſelf over to theſe northern parts of the world, yea, 
ven to Britain itſelf, where he is ſaid to have preached 
he goſpel, and wrought many miracles ; and afterwards 
ia defiance of all the troubles and difficulties which he 
aderwent, ſuffered martyrdom for the faith of Chriſt, - 
being crucified by the infidels in the eaſtern country 
and buried with them. — 
Others indeed affirm, that after he had preached the 

goſpel in Egypt, he weat into Meſopotamia, where he 
met with 82. Jude the apoſtle and accompanied him in 
his journey to Perſia, where having gained a conſidera- 
ble hat veſt to the chriſtian faith, theywere both crown- 
ed with martyrdom- 
BBB—B———B—ͤ—ͤ—Ä—᷑LÜ—᷑—8—8ü828 ³ ꝗ ÄO—— 
The LIFE of &r MATTHIAS, who was ſaid to have” 
been firfl ſtoned, and then beheaded. 


His memory is celebrated, Feb. 24. 


ARTICULARremarks concerning St. Matthias are 
not to be expected from the hiſtory of the goſpel, 
he not being an apoſtle of the firſt election. He was 
one of our Lord's difciples, and probably one of the 
ſeventy that had attended him in the whole courſe of 
his public miniſtry, and after his deceaſe was elected 
into the apoſtleſhip, upon this occaſion ; Judas Iſcariot, 
who had been one of the twelve immediately called by 
Chriſt to be one of the jintima: diſciples, equally_ 
empowered and commiſſioned with the reſt to preach _ 
and work muacles, and yet all this while was a man of 


vile and corrupt deſigns, branded with no meaner 


character than thief and murderer, proſtituting religion 


and the honor of his offic2 to covetpuſneſs, and evil 


at, which biſe temper betrayed him, as in the iſſue 

to the moſt facal end, ſo te the moſt deſperate. attempt: 

y2agto the moſt prodigious impiety that ever che ſun 
- 7 
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| ſhone upon, namely, the betraying of his innocent fom 


he never reſted till he had diſpatched himſelf by a vio 


Lord and Maſter, into the hands of his cruel enemies ¶ plac 
but afterwards awakened with the horror of the fact tem 
his conſcience affaulted him ſo ſeverely, that not able 
to bear up under the furious revenges of his own mind, 


lent death. | 

A vacancy being thus made, the firſt thing they did 
after their return from Mount Olivet, where our Lord 
took his leave of them to go to St. John's houſe in (on 
Sion, was to fill up the number with a proper perſon, ff ven 
two were propounded in order to the choice, Joſeph t:n 


called Barſabas, and Matthias; The way of election was ſer: 
dy lot, according to the uſual cuſtom of the Jews in I int 


doubtful cafes, the lots being put in, Matthias's name z pc 
was drawn out, and he thereby dignified with the wa 
apoſtolical office. Not long after the pomiſed powers me 
of the Holy Ghoſt were conferred upon the apoſtles to I by 
qualif) them for that great and difficult employment, Noth 
upon which they were ſent; and among the reſt St. Next 
Matthias beſtowed the firſt fruits of his miniſtry in the wh 
province of Judea, where having reaped a conſiderable ¶ ant 
haryeſt be betook himſelf to other countries; one I ent 
writes, that he preached the goſpel in Macedonia, I det 
-where the gentiles, to make an experiment of his faith 
and integrity, gave him a poiſonous and ee 
poiſon, which he cheerfully drank off in the name © 
Chriſt without the leaſt prejudice to hitnſelf; and the] 
fame poiſon having deprived an hundred and fifty of 
their ſight, by his laying his hand upon them, recovered 
them again. : 

The Greeks with more 'prebability, report him to 
have travelled eaſtward, ſome ſay to Ethiopia, the in- 


 babitants Where he came, were very wild and barbarous, ſin 
and his uiyage among them was accordingly ; for here Ire 


meeting with a people of fierce and untiactable humour, IP 
he was treated by them with great inbumanity ; from ] in 


whom after all his labours and ſufferings, a numerous m 


converſion of perſons to chriſtianity, he cbtained at laſt I tr 


the*crown of martyrdom, in the ſixty firſt year from | fe 
eur Lord's pativity. in 


There is little certainty of the manner of his death Ihe 
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fome. writers of reputation report, that he died at a 
place called Sebaſtople, and that he was buried near the 
temple of the fun. Another relates, That he was © 
ſeized by the Jews, and as a blaſphemer, to have been 
firſt ſtoned and then beheaded. But the Greeks and 
other antiquaries write, That he was crucified, and that 
his body was preſerved a long time at Jeruſalem, ſup- 
poſed to have been tranflated by the devotion of Helena, 
mother to Conſtantine the Great to Rome; where 
lome parts of it are pretended to be ſhown with great 
veneration; though others with much fierceneſs con- 
tend, that his relics are brought to, and are ſtill pre - 
ſerved m Triers in Germany. His memory is celebrated 
in the weſtern churches, Feb. 24. Among many other 
apocryphal writings attributed to the apoſtles, there 
was a goſpel publiſhed under the name of St. Matthias, 
mentioned by Euſebius, and condemned with the reſt, 
by Goluſius biſhop of Rome, as it had been rejeſted by 
others before him. Under his name alſo, there were 
:xtant traditions vited by Clement of Alexandria, from 
whence doubtleſs the Nicolaitans publiſhed many vile 
and ſcancalous doctrines, and the Marcionites and Val- 
entinians under the pretended. patrorage of his name, 
defended ſome of the molt abſurd and impious opinions. 


Þ gym —— 


The LIFE of Sr. BARNABAS, the Apofile of the Gen- 
tiles, who was floned by the Fews at Salamis. 


His Feſtival is obſerved, Jane 11. 
E was firſt named Joſes, or Joſeph, and afterwards 
Barnabas, which ſignifies, The ſon of conſola- 
ton given him by the apoſtles, becauſe he had a 
ſingular gift and art in comforting the weak ; be being 


repreſented in the holy writ, as a pei ſoi. of a com- 
paſſionate, mild and — temper, very ready to forgive 
injuries, yet of a majeſtic and awful carriage, com- 
manding reſpe& and reverence ; he was a Jew of the 
tribe of Levi, and is reckoned to be the principal of the 
ſeventy diſciples. After our Lord's aſcenſion, perceiv» 
ins that the neceſſities of the churches required relief, 


8 


he Told an eſtate which he had in the iſle. of Cyprus, 
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and brought the whole price to be diſtributed by the 


apoſtles, io thoſe that were molt indigent, and in want; 


this practice was followed by ſeveral other chriſtians at 


that time, none of them thinking it juſt or reaſonable 
k by for themſelves to live in plenty while their brethren 


were reduced to ſtraits for want of- the conveniences of 
this life, and therefore had all things ia common ; 
wherein the charity of Barnabas was very remarkable, 
his eſtate being much larger than any of the reſt, who 
gave the firſt example of charity and bounty to the 
oh urch. | 


After the ſale of his eſtate, he made his reſidence in 


"converſion, the -. apoſtles denied him admittance into 
their ſociety, who had been ſuch a furious perſecutor of 
the chriſtians, and made his name terrible among them. 


and declared unto them, how he: had ſeen the Lord on 


whereupon he was received into their tellowſhip,and he 
was with them, coming in and going out at Jeruſalem, 
ailer ting to the Jews, that Jeſus was the true Methab, 
hy which he ſo enraged the Jews. called Helemiſts, that 
they conſpired to take away his life. | 
Some years aſter, ſome. chriſtian Jews fled from the 
perſecution that was raiſed at Jeruſalem, about St. 
Stephen: when they were in the church of Antioch, 
as they miniſtered to the Lord the Holy Ghoſt faid, 
Separate me Barnabas and. Saul, for the work 
*whereto I have called them ;* ſo when they had 
fated and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
tent them away. Barnabas coming to Antioch; to ſet 
things in order, upon his arrival, beheld with great joy 
the great progreſs of the goſpel among them, and ex- 
horting them to continue ſtedſaſt in the truth and 
doctrines of chriſtiauity, confirming many therein; he 
after ward ſent for Paul to Antioch, to aſſiſt him in the 


propagation of the goſpel ; and he, with Paul carried 


the contributions of the chriſtians of Antioch to 
Jieruſalem; at length upon ſome difference about 
circumciſion, they were ſeparated, Barnabas ſailing to 


1 
4 ” . 4 
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Jeruſalem, whither Paul coming three years after his 


But Barnabas took-him and brought him to the apoſtles 


the way, and how he had ſpoken to him, and that he 
had preached boldly at Damaſcus, in the name of Jeſus; 


charity and love to one another, and to the ſouls of their 


i other. 


is ::5 name ; which, if he was the author of, he muſt have 
| (cventy years after the birth of our Saviour; and is re- 
| death by the Jews at Salamis, and to have been buried 


J attributed to him, as well as to St. Matthias; and a- 
; Inother of the acts of Barnabas, pretended te be writ- 


| The LIFE of ST. PAUL, who was beheaded at Rome, 6; 
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Cyprus, and Paul to Syria and Cilicia, but they were 
afterwards fully reconciled, retaining their chrittian 


45 


brethren, and then parted by diſtant regions from each 


Some of the ancients write, that he continued till 
his death in Cyprus, but preached the goſpel in other 
xlaces, and was ſent by him to Corinth, along with 
Titus. He was a prophet; a teacher, of whom. the coun- 
eil of the apoſtles gave this character, that he was a 
man who had hazarded his life for the Lotd Jeſus: and 
had entirely given up himſelf to the labour of preach- 
ing the goſpel. There is, an epiſtle that goes under 


lived till after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, which was 
-orded to have ſuffered -martyrdom, being ſtoned to 


within a fuilong of that city; there is- likewiſe a goſp*! 


ten by John Mark, his couſin, who went with him into 
Cyprus, both of them ſeem to be the inventions of ſome 
perſons in latter ages, being filled with fables and im- 
pertinences. | 
mmm mnt 


Nero, the Riman tyrant. 
| 1 His feaſt is celebrated, January 25. 


T. PAUL. was born at Tarſus, the Metropolis of 
Cilicia, a city very rich, with an academy aud 
ſchools for polite learning and Philoſophy ; his pazents 
were Jews, of the tribe of Benjamin, the youngett ſon 
of the old patriarch, Jacob, who thus propheſied ot him, 
Benjamin ſhall ravqn as a wolf ; in the morning ae 
* thall devour the prey, and at night he ſhall divide die 
© ſpoil ;? this prophetical character Fer tulian and oth<rs 
after him will have to be accompliſhed in our apoite ; 
© as the ravencus wolf ia the morning, devouring ihe | 
6 prey ;” that is, a perſecutor of the church in che fut FE 
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part of his life, deſtroying the flock of God 3 * and in 


e ttte evening dividing the ſpoil ;* that is, in his declined 
and reduced age, a doctor of the nation, feeding and. 


diſtributing to Chriſt's theep. 
In his youth he was educated at Tarſus, being fully 


_ inftruced in the ſchools, in all liberal arts and ſciences 


whereby he became acquainted with all foreign learn- 
ing; and the Jews having a maxim, that he whe 
learns not his ton @ trade; teacheth. him to be a thief, 
be was bred atent-maker, and therefore in the writings 
of the Rabbies, they were generally nominated by their 
callings, as Rabbi Joſes the tanner, Rabbi Jochaman 


the thoe-maker, Rabbi Juda the baker; they daily 
working at their trades, to maintain themſelves with 
their own hands: Having laid foundations of human]. 


learning at Tarſus, he was ſent by his parents to Jeru 


alem. to be perfected in the ſtudy of the law, under the 
tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, the ſon of that Simon, who 
it is thought came into the temple and took Chriſt intoſſ: 


s arms. Gamalie, was preſident of the court of t 

Fauhedrim, and dector of the civil law, who made that 
wiiz and excellent ſpeech in behalf of the apoſtles and 
their doctrine; nay, he is ſaid to be a chriſtian, and his 
fitting in that great council is connived at by the apoſ 


tles that he mig ht the better favor their affairs. Among 


c ge various ſects of the Jewilh church, he was eſpecially 
ducated in the prireiples and. inſtitutions of the phart- 
tas, who were exceflively proud and infolent, cenſur 
ng wiavicever was not of their way, as reprobates ; 


counting none pious but themſelves, and all others were 
. fans of the earth: probably Paul might be of a better 
principle than ſome others, however, he could not en - 


ure contradidion nor novelty in relig ion, and there - 
tore, when the Jews put St. Stephen to death he flood 


by, and kept the clothes of his executioners, and there 


by loudly proclaimed his conſent to his. martyrdom: 


The ſtorm thus began, à violent perſecution of che 


chriſtians began at Jeruſalem, wherein our apoſtle Was 
a prime agent, being employed by the high prieſt, to 
hunt. and find out theſe new heretics, who preached 
againſt the law of Moſes ; getting a warrant from the 
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Sandhedrim, to go and diſturb the e p 
maſcus, whither many of the poor diſtreſſed chriſtians 
were fled. But God deſigning him for work of anoth- 
er nature, ſtopt him in his journey, as we read at large 
in the acts of the apoſtles, as likewiſe of his travels in 
Paleſtine and adjacent countries, and his dangerous 
voyage to Rome. 


When he came to Rome, be aequainted the Jewih 


conſiſtory, that tho he had been guilty of no crime,yethe 
was delivered into the hands of the Roman governors, 
only for his conſtantly aſſerting the reſurrection of the 
dead, which was the hope of every true Iſtaelite. They 
replied, © that they had received no advice concerning 
his religion which was every where decryed bath b 
the Jews and Gentiles. At a day appointed he di- 
courſed-to them from morning to night, concerning the 
doctrine of the holy Jeſus, yet ſome perſitting in their 
infidelity, he told thera plainly, that henceforth he 
would turn his preaching to the Gentiles, who would 
be glad to accept what they had ſcornfully rejected. 
He was called by two names, one Hebrew, the 
her Latin, probably referred both tor his Jewiſh and 
Roman capacity and relation; Saul was a name com- 


mon in the tribe of Beujamin ever ſince the firſt. king of 
Lrael, who was choſen out of that tribe in memory 

whereof they ſo named their children at their circum- 
ö eiſion. 


His other was Paul, aſſumed by him, as ſome 
think at; his converſion, to denote his humility: and 
others, that it was in memory of his converting Ser- 
gius Paulus, the Roman governor to the cbriſtian faith. 

Aſter this he was broug kt to his firſt hearing before 
the Roman emperor, where thoſe friends which he ex- 
peed ſhould ſtand by him plainly deſerted him, but 
God ſtood by him and encouraged him. Two years 
he preached at Rome, in his own hired houſe, convert- 
ing ſome of all ranks and qualities, yea, ſeveral belong- 
ing to the court itſelf ; here he met with Peter, and they 
yere both together thrown into priſon, upon the perſe- 
eution raiſed againſt the chriſtians, under pretence they 
had fired the city, tho it was done by Nero's ſpecial 


command. 


87 


Some of the ancients make him engaged 
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>. maith Peter in procuring the fall of that miſerable wretck 


1D Simon Magus, which ſtirred up the Emperor's impla. 
if IH cable rage and fury againſt him. Another writes, that 
da ving converted one of Nero's coneubines, of whom 
It be was extremely fond, and reduced her to a life of 

much ſ1iQneſs and chaſtity,” ſo that ſhe abſolutely re- 
+ fuſed to comply with the emperor's wanten and im- 
pure embraces; he thei eupon treated the apoſtle gut- 
F. 5 . . . of : . 0 
kagecuſſy, calling him impoſtor, and a perverter of hi 


ſubjects; giving orders that he ſhould be ſent to priſon; 
but underſtanding that he till continued to perſnade 
195 8 the lady ; who viſited him, to continue in her chriſtian 
and pious reſolution, he commanded him to be put to 
„% death. As a Roman citizeſf he was exempted from 
I courging, as maleſactorg uſed to be before their execu- 
114 Y tion; to which when he. was led, he is {aid to have con- 


(12 5 verted three ¶ the ſoldiers who guarded him, and 
by: : within a few days after, by the emperor's command, 
12 became. thartyrs fer aith. Being come to the 


plwkKuace, about three miles Mom Rome, he cheerfully 
gave his neck to the fatal ke; crucifying being too 

infamous a death for any but the worſt of flaves ; be- 

*. heading being couuted a more noble kind 'of death a- 
[4 mong moſt nations. | 

1 Fradition reported, (vhich many of the fathers veri- 


fy) that when he was beheaded, a liquor more like milk 

than blood iffued-from his veins, and ſpouted upon the 
clothes of the executioner, which St. Chryſoftom faith 

became the means of his converſion, with many others 

d tothe faith; he adds that the apoſtle ſuffered martyr- 
dom in. the ſixty eighth year of his age, and Conſtantine 

| +3. tuilta ſtately church to his memory, where his remains 
\,, +» - Were buritd about two hundred years after. 
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